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In what respect were the Treaties violated ?
In view of the foregoing, the following points from the
League of Nations report are mentioned by way of answer
to the question, In what respects did Japanese action con-
stitute a violation of the Treaties ?'
(i) The Lytton Committee of Investigation found that
the dispute between China and Japan was capable
of settlement by arbitration. In spite of this, Japan,
without consulting the League, had recourse to
armed force.
(it) The Council of the League held that the Japanese
military action in the neighbourhood of Mukden
on the night of September 17-18, 1931, and subse-
quently throughout Manchuria, could not be re-
garded as taken in self-defence. Neither could the
extension of Japanese military operations during the
whole period of the dispute be regarded in general
as a measure taken in self-defence. Further, it was
held that the fact that action was taken in self-defence
did not exempt a country from compliance with
Article 12 of the Covenant of the League of Nations.
(Hi) The declaration of independence by Manchukuo
was not spontaneous. On the contrary, a party of
Japanese officials, both civil and military, planned,
organized, and brought about a movement for inde-
pendence as a means of dealing with the situation
that had arisen after the incidents of September 18.
To this end, they made use of the names and services
of certain   Chinese, and at the same  time availed
themselves of a few groups of malcontents.  This
movement,    which    received   support   and    en-
couragement   from   the  Japanese   General   Staff,
was only successful on account of the presence of
Japanese troops. It could not, therefore, be regarded
as spontaneous or genuinely Manchurian.
(iv) The China-Japan affair was not one in which one
country had declared war on another after making
every effort to avail itself of the opportunities for
arbitration   offered   by   the   League   of  Nations.
Nor was it a simple affair in which the troops of one
country had crossed the frontier of a neighbour.